
  

 

BEER at HEART  

 

Newsletter of the Heart of Staffordshire 
Branch of CAMRA  

Issue 1  

 2nd Stafford 

Beer Festival 
Gatehouse Theatre 

Eastgate Street  ST16 2LT 
 

Thu 25th ñSat 27th June 
2009  

Town centre venue  
5 minutes walk from station  

70+ real ales  
Ciders & perries  

Fruit wines  
 

Admission  

Ã2 + glass hire 
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TTITANIC BREWERY  
Unit 5 Callendar Place  Linguard street Burslam ST6 1LJ  

01782 834153 
Titanic Beers now available at four pubs  

 
The Bulls Head, St Johns Square Burslem  

Beer garden open.  Book your Titanic Brewery tour here  
01782 834153 

The Greyhound, George Street Newcastle  
Food available all day.  Meeting Room available  

01782 635814 

The White star, Kingsway, Stoke  
 

Newly Opened  

Quality Beers Brewed in the Potteries 

BEER FESTIVALS ARE OUR SPECIALITY!!  

We can help you set up you beer festival.  Stillage, cooler jackets and taps available 

plus a fantastic range of ales to chose from!  Please contact us for details. 
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Editorial 
Welcome to the first edition of Beer at Heart, the magazine will hopefully give you a 

bit more of an insight into what is happening both CAMRA and beer wise in and 

around the Stafford area. 

This part of Staffordshire is an interesting and much neglected and forgotten part of 

the world.  It is a mix of small market towns (Stafford, Stone, Uttoxeter and 

Penkridge, Eccleshall) and the best of rural England; we have a delightful mix of town 

pubs, pubs for young people, live music pubs (of various genres), good places to eat 

and drink, places off the beaten track and just plain, old fashioned places to spend 
drinking with friends and óchewing the fatô.  The essence of all that is English, and yet 

what do most people do? Belt past us up the M6 at 70 (if they are very lucky) mph.  

Hopefully, through these pages, we will try to bring 

you news or some of these delightful places so you 

can go and sample them for your self! 

The picture to the left of this rambling, show some of 

the fun had at our inaugural Beer Festival (where the 

seeds of this magazine were first sown).  It was such 

a great success, that we are going to do it again!!   

Come and join the fun; if you didnôt catch the details 

on the front page - itôs at The Gatehouse in Stafford 

from 25ð27 June, there are more extensive details 

on page 10, and if you want to know exactly (well 

roughly as beers can change right up to the last 

minute) then we listed them for you on pages 11ð

17.  And if you are not yet a member of CAMRA, you can visit our popular products 

stall and ask the young lady there how to become a member, she will be delighted to 
sign you up!  Enough from með enjoy this little booklet and make the most of the 

delightful part of the world that you found it in.                                             The Editor 

Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Cam-
paign for Real Ale (CAMRA). 
 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent 
those of CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editors 
 
 © CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 
 
Comments, articles, letters etc; 
 
Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshre.org.uk 
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Pub of the Year 

The Greyhound,  Stafford   
There is an often used saying that ñYou 
only reap what you sowò and it is 

highly appropriate that all the hard 

work of Steve and Benita Tideswell at 

ñThe Greyhoundò has been rewarded 
with the Pub of the Year award from 

their local Camra Branch. Steve is dedi-

cated to his cellar (and Sheffield 

United) and together with Benita took 
over the pub in 2005 (the couple having 

previously been in charge of the Tap & 

Spile in Stafford and building a reputation for selling excellent quality 

beer). 
Steve & Benita have again ensured that top quality real ale is consistently 

available in a friendly atmosphere (with a regular 8 hand pulled beers to 

sample).  Benita celebrated her third anniversary of being the Landlady of 
the Greyhound last year and the Blythe Brewery produced the aptly named 

ñAnniversaryò beer to celebrate the occasion. 

There is an impressive choice of beers available at the Greyhound and 

these include regular offerings from several local breweries such as 
Brough, Black Hole, Cottage, Holdens, Peakstones, Kinver, Titanic, 

Blythe, Slaters and Salopian. Bombardier is an ever present and following 

public demand a Stout is available on most occasions. The beer menu is 

sourced from a wide range of brewers including Abbeydale, Acorn, Brad-
field, Castle Rock, Downton, Kelham Island, Hopback, Oakham & Ossett.   

Steve is a Landlord who takes a huge pride in his cellar and this has been 

reflected in the fact that The Greyhound has been made an accredited 

member of the Oakham Brewery ñOakademy of Excellence.ò The latter 
having been established by the brewery to promote high quality standards 

to ensure its beers is served in the best possible condition.  

The Greyhound consists of a carpeted lounge, a part tiled, part carpeted bar 
area (with Sky & Setanta sports) and an outside smoking area with patio 

heaters and cover from the elements. The lounge and the bar have log fires. 
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Sporting events can be viewed in the bar area and the comprehensive football 
coverage is very popular as no doubt will be the forthcoming Ashes series 

against the Aussies this summer. Tuesday night sees a well supported quiz 

with complimentary food and there are also Darts and Dominoes sides in the 

local leagues. Two football teams are also based at the pub (with Racing Club 
Greyhound triumphing over Satchmos Greyhound FC in the recent derby 

clash). 

Steve has arranged several ñMeet the Brewer / Sausage & Beer tastingò nights 

at the Greyhound, the next of which is scheduled for Friday 12th June at 7.00 
p.m. when the Brewer from Salopian / Blackwater will be in attendance and 

this should certainly be an event that is well worth a visit. The pubs coach 

trips organised by Geordie John are still heading off to Breweries far and 

wide; the most recent being a highly successful trip to Salopian in April (this 
is due to be followed by a visit to Kelham Island at the end of May). 

The Greyhound became a public house in 1831 thanks to the efforts of a Mr 

Tortoiseshell from the nearby Stafford Gaol (the pub opening being the sub-
ject of a framed press cutting on the wall at the right hand end of the bar). A 

small brass plaque (currently being restored by Armand Chatfield) was re-

cently removed from above the pubs main 

entrance and this referred to the City Brew-
ery Co of Lichfield (who were taken over by 

Wolverhampton & Dudley brewery in 1917). 

Prior to this it is highly likely that the pub 

would have brewed its own beer; The Grey-
ound then spent most of the 20th Century in 

the hands of Banks and then the ñInnspiredò 

pub company; then closing before its for-

tunes were revived by Alec Walker and his 
sister Jill in 2005. Benita and Steve then 

took over the pub from the Walkers. 

The Greyhound is located just north of the 
town centre (some 500 yards north of the Gaol square roundabout and is situ-

ated between Foregate Street (A34) and Gaol road (B5066) with access via 

either County Road or Sash Street.  The postal address is 

The Greyhound, 12 County Road, Stafford. ST16 2PU. (Tel 01785 222432). 
Opening times are Mon to Thurs 4 till 11 (3 till 12 on Fri), Sat 12 till 12 Sun 

12  till 11 very well earned Pub of the Year presentation to Benita & Steve 

will take place in the Greyhound at 9 p.m. on Thursday 30th July 2009; an 

award will also be made to the couple on the evening of Thursday 25th June at 
the Stafford CAMRA Beer Festival at Stafford Gatehouse Theatre. 
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Club of the Year 

Little Stoke Cricket Club  
 Little Stoke Cricket Club was formed in 1946, 
from the amalgamation of Aston-by-Stone and 
Christchurch cricket clubs.  

The ground was famously 
purchased in 1952 from the 
proceeds of the tea ladies! 
The club won the inaugural 
Club of the Year in 2002, 
and was in the GBG from 

2003 to 2006.  They are proud to be recognised by Heart of Staffordshire 
CAMRA for 2008, proud winners of the Club of the Year again.  The steward, 

Neil Burton, worked in the south of England for Greene King for many years, 
he has been at the club for four years, and the club has darts and domino 
teams; Sky and Setanta sports are shown but are not overly obtrusive. 
In 1993 the club had cask ñBombardierò long before the Charles Wells brew 
was a national brand.  Nowadays two Thwaits ales, Original and Lancaster 
Bomber are complemented by a guest ale off Titanic ñreciprocal ñ list. You 
never know what you  may get!  Hop Back Crop Circle and White Horse 

Village Idiot have recently flown out.  The first real ale festival was 
successful, eighteen casks were on stillage and due to sponsorship, the price 
was almost from yesteryear.  The club is open to non-members but after five 
visits, you may be asked to consider joining; CAMRA members are always 
welcome. 
Weôve mentioned the indoor sports, there is also a bowling green and club. 
which complements the professionally run cricket activities; teams ranging 

from 9 year olds to seniors compete, and the second pitch has been 
commissioned this year, a vital development.  On  a summer Saturday, at the 
Sid Jenkins Ground, there is nothing like the sound of leather on willow and 
great cask ale! 
This club is very much at the heart of the community and is open 365 days a 

year, from 5pm-11pm MonðFri; 12pm-11pm Sat and 12pmð10:30pm on 

Sun.  The presentation to Neil will take place on Saturday 18 July at 

2:30pm.  We wish them good luck on both sport and ale fronts this 

season. 
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Many of the best places to visit, and to drink good beer, eat great food, and enjoy the 

right sort of atmosphere that make you want to spend an evening sitting chatting 

with friends and family, are not on the main roads or not in the big towns, they are 

often found down country lanes and hidden out of sight!  Whilst there is always a bit 

of one, that doesnôt really want to share such a treasure, if they are not shared then 

eventually they may become unsustainable and die.  This series will look at the hid-

den gems in our area with recommendations that you go and try them for yourself. 

 
Our first offering is the The Crown at Hyde Lea, just on the outskirts of Stafford .  

Hyde Lea is signposted off West Way, near the A449 going from Stafford towards 

Wolverhampton (Post code ST18 9BG), and an excellent walk up from Stafford if 
you want to exercise the dog/children., with a warm welcome at the end. This de-

lightful pub is run by Roger and Sue, who have several years of experience running 

pubs, and were previously the licencees of a Good Beer Guide pub in Stafford. 

Roger prides himself on the condition of the beer that serves, and you will always be 

guaranteed an excellent pint, usually from a selection of four real ales.  Sue is justi-

fiably proud of the excellent food that their chef produces, including hand made 

chips to die for! (They do take out fish and chips!).  

They have an active dominos team, which recently one the White Cross League  

knock-out; but more importantly they also won the leagueôs Friendliest pub, an acco-

lade well deserved.  

Sue and Roger also have plans to introduce some live music into the lounge bar in 

the future, and to add even more to the already pleasant environment.   But donôt 

believe me, go and find out for yourself.! 

Hidden Gems 

The Crown   
Hyde Lea Bank   

Hyde Lea  
01785 253332 

 
All occasions catered for  

A warm and friendly welcome every time  
 

Cask Ales  
Home Cooked Food  
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This building was The Villa on the A5 between Gailey Island and the 

M6, demolished last year.  There is a story that this was formerly a pub 

called the New Inns.  We have no record of this and wonder if anyone 

has any information about it.  We would be grateful to receive any 

information on the history of public houses in the area, whether they are 

closed or still open. 

Was this once a Pub? 


