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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign 

for Real Ale (CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent 

those of CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 

Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  or  phone Julie 

on 07779 618438 

 

Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF 

Mobile: 0771 747 3935  mikeharker@onetel.com   

 

If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please 

send Ã3 to Mike Harker at the above address along with your details. 

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

 

If so here is a handy checklist of things to do:  

· Contact councillors 

· Contact your MP 

· Contact your planning authority 

· Start a petition 

· Establish an email action group 

· Send a press release 

· Hold a local meeting 

· Set up an action group- 

· Set up a group to co-ordinate the cam-

paign 

· Start a letter writing campaign 

· Collate facts to support the case 

· Publish a newspaper 

· Run a local survey 

· Contact local media 

· Enlist local celebrities 

· Find out if the pub is a listed building 

Is your local in danger of closing? 

http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
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Editorial 

Its official, there will be a 5th Stafford  Beer Festival, we are just waiting to con-

firm the dates as we are working around some event called The Olympics this 

year.  We are sure that dates will be finalised in the next couple of weeks, so 

watch out for the dates.  More details on how to keep up to date are on page 22.   

Spring is finally on its way (and it certainly feels like it today) and this is the time 

to go out and find some of our fine pubs beyond the towns and out into the villag-

es.  Perhaps two of our pubs of the month at Marchington and High Offley will 

tempt you out. 

Yet another pub has closed in Stafford, The Pie and Ale House, and others are un-

der threat both within Stafford and elsewhere in our branch area.  Pubs are a vital 

link for communities and need to be supported, should your local be in danger 

then there is a list of handy steps you can follow opposite, and if you contact us as 

well we will do all we can to help. 

At one time we were fighting to save breweries, we are winning that battle, now 

we need somewhere to drink their wares. 

STOP  PRESS 

The Joules Clock has been returned to Stone High Street after an absence of many 

years. Unveiling on the 14 February when people were asked if they would like to 

pop the question as the clock is turned on by the Stone MayorðI don't have any 

information as to whether anyone didðEd 

Skittles 
On the 18 February an intrepid band of  HOS members went to the Swan at Brewood 

to take on a group of Wolverhampton members.  A great time was had by all, with 

HOS narrowly beating Wolverhampton.  The hospitality and food provided by the 

Swan was exceptional, for which we thank them.  Return match soon! 

 

News 

Both teams 

HOS team 
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Since the last award for Pub of the Month in September 2009, The Bell has built on 

the foundations laid and flourished despite the economic gloom and changing times 

in the licensed trade in Eccleshall.  

The landscaped garden originally mentioned has now matured and become well es-

tablished, peaceful drinking area.  

The main bar has been extended providing a more efficient serving area. Other 

works included a new floor and the provision of 3 more hand pulls together with 

another Guinness, Peroni, Carling together with the addition of Stowford Press to the 

Bellôs cider range consequently there are now 8 hand pulls for real ale, there general-

ly being a choice from the Titanic and Holdens breweries with Joules IPA also be-

coming a firm favourite. 

As well as being a óTitanic Blue Ribbonô holder and óInn of Excellence.ô Gary re-

cently scored 100% in his S.I.B.A. audit.  

Fundraising has become a feature of the pub with a variety of events taking place 

e.g. quizzes, raffles, etc. The sponsored charity is óRonald McDonald Houseô in Bir-

mingham. Over Ã6000 has been raised and the figure is still rising. The property pro-

vides accommodation for parents and families whilst their children are undergoing 

treatment in Birmingham Childrenôs hospital. The charity came to Garyôs attention 

through a local teenagerôs parents who used the facility. (who has successfully re-

covered). Soon a room is to be 

named óThe Eccleshall roomô 

as a thank you for support 

from the area. During March a 

25 mile sponsored walk from 

the Wrekin in Shropshire back 

to the Bell with proceeds go-

ing to the above charity.  

As you read this and at the 

time of the presentation 

Thursday 5 April another 

Easter Beer festival at the Bell 

will be starting. Join us for the 

presentation 9pm Thursday 5 

April. 

NB 

Pub of the Months  - April 

The Bell - Eccleshall 
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Pub of the Month  - May 

The Bulls Head -  Marchington 

The Bulls Head is a traditional, individual country pub located in the village of March-

ington, near Uttoxeter, Staffordshire. 

We have a great reputation locally as a drinker's pub; our Marston's Pedigree and regu-

lar monthly guest ales are amongst the area's favourite, being of such a consistently 

high standard, that we are now in the CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012. 

We also provide delicious home made food at reasonable prices on Friday and Saturday 

nights and telephoning beforehand is recommended. 

Both the bar and lounge have welcoming real fires lit during the winter months,  and 

we have a large patio area at the rear of the pub where you can enjoy your drink out of 

doors during the summer.  The front bar is an area of  historical interest being almost 

unaltered from the pre Victorian days of the original coaching Inn. 

Walkers with or without well-behaved dogs (on leads) are welcome except in the 

Lounge. 

The Bull's Head prides itself on being a community pub. We have two football clubs 

and a darts team, and there are quizzes, acoustic musicians session nights on the first 

Saturday every month, fishing matches, and the occasional pig racing event, alongside 

regular fundraising events such as the annual St Georges Day Celebrations which are 

worth checking out. We will also be showcasing more live music in 2012 so keep your 

eye on the web site at www.bullsheadmarchington.co.uk 

We can provide outside bars, and our lounge is also available for private functions for 

which we can provide food if 

required. 

So give us a try whether you 

want to enjoy a quiet beer in the 

lounge or get involved with the 

lively banter with the regulars 

in the bar. 

Opening Times: Monday to 

Friday 5.00pm til 11.00pm, 

Saturday 12.00noon til 

11.00pm,            Sunday 

12.00noon til 3.00pm and 

6.00pm til 10.30pm. 

Telephone 01283 820358  

Email bullshead@orangehome.co.uk 

Presentation 9pm 3 May, come and join us. 
NB 
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