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Editorial  

Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign for Real 
Ale (CAMRA). © CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 

 
The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those of 
CAMRA, the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 

  

Comments, articles, letters etc; 
Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  or  phone Julie on 07779 

618438 
 
Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF Mobile: 

0771 747 3935  mikeharker@onetel.com   
 

Web Site www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  
 
If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please send £3 to 

Mike Harker at the above address along with your details. 

 

Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

Happy New Year, and I will start the new year with good news of pubs re-opening in the 

areaðyou will find more information on some of these pubs inside this publication!   

The George and Dragon has re-opened at Meaford, The Dog and Partridge at Marching-

ton and the Hollybush at Seighford.  There is a new landlord settling in at The Spittle 

Brook and the people of Hilderstone are trying to save their pub, The Roebuck, with a 

community buy out.  Please try to visit these pubs and give them your support. 

 

As we go to press plans are beginning to be laid for our 6th Stafford Beer Festival.  Af-

ter the success of the 5th Beer Festival we are hoping to make the next one bigger and 

better than ever.  Watch this space for further details which will hopefully be ready for 

the next issue of Beer at Heart due out on 1st of April! 

 

If you are a CAMRA Member and reading this before the end of January then now is 

the time to vote for our 2014 Good Beer Guide Entries.  It is quite easy to do this, go to 

our website www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk on the front page there is a mes-

sage inviting you to vote, click on ôclick hereô and the list will come up.  You can vote 

for up to 24 of the listed pubs, the only thing you need for your votes to count is your 

CAMRA membership number.  Please vote, this is your chance to influence which pubs 

go in the Good Beer Guide for 2014. 

http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
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Pub of the Month - February  

The Plough - Uttoxeter  

 
 The Plough had been closed for some time when Jackie and David Jones took it over in 

May 2011.  They opened the door and found water flowing across the floor, the water sup-

ply had been turned back on for them but no-one had realised that a pipe had burst while 

the pub was closed.  Even without that the pub was looking rather tired and battered. But 

no longer. Jackie and Dave have transformed the Plough into a warm, comfortable, wel-

coming pub that serves the community. 

 

Dave is proud of  his beers and keeps them in good condition, the pub is Cask Marque ac-

credited and he has won awards from Punch for his cellarmanship.  The usual beer range is 

Doombar, Bass, Pedigree and Bombadier, while a fifth handpump sometimes serves a 

guest beer. 

 

In addition to the two bars there is a restaurant with an extensive menu of good home-

cooked food, including a lot of pub favourites, and Sunday lunch with a choice of meats 

with all the trimmings.  

 

The pub has darts and crib teams while the Plough Football Club is based at the pub and 

their results are posted on the pub's facebook page.  There are regular quiz nights and also 

live music. 

 

The beer garden is dog and child friendly, with room for kids to run around and climb, and 

for parents to relax with a meal and drinks whilst keeping their eye on them. 

 

If you want to enjoy a good pint, and possibly a meal as well, in a friendly, relaxed atmos-

phere then give the Plough a try. 

 

The Plough, Blounts Green, Stafford Road, 

Uttoxeter, ST14 8DW 

tel: 01889 562 381     web page: 

http://www.theploughuttoxeter.co.uk 

Open: Mon/ Tues 5pm-11pm; Wed/Thurs 12 - 

2.30, 5.00 - 11.00; Fri/Sat 12 - 12; Sun 12 - 11 

 

The presentation will be made on Thursday 7 

February 2013 
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Pub of the Month - March  

The Crown - Hyde Lea  

Owned by Enterprise Inns, óThe Crownô has been run by Chris Lee & Matthew Bailey since 

re-opening in November 2009. In these three years it has risen from obscurity to become the 

thriving Community Pub we have today. It is well supported by the residents of Hyde Lea, 

and by visitors. Regular beers on offer are Holdenôs Golden Glow, Green King Abbott Ale, 

Banksôs Bitter; and an additional ale from the óEnterprise Inns Listô. For cider drinkers, 

Westonôs Old Rosie is always available. 

 

During my visit I spoke with local historian Stephen Pitt, who has a mine of information 

about Hyde Lea, and its Pubs. The first landlord was John Haywood (1861-1873); followed 

by Edward Bishop, Edward Taylor, John Fras Preece, Edward Orbrey, Celia Annie Lockley, 

Elizabeth Taylor, William Henry Hill, Mrs Annie Connolley, William Maddox, Edith 

Maddox/Hagget, Bertie Allen Lockley, Sidney Thomas Askey, Harold Roffe, Anthony Pat-

rick Kaine, Steve Ford, Seamus Davies, Mick Green, Harry Webb, Keith Hayes, Brian 

Watts & Adele Hill, Ben & Isobel Triance, Anthony & Sheryl Pinches, Brian Watts, Chris-

tine Keats, Dan & Betty Forbes. The pub was open from 1861 until 2003 when it closed. It 

re-opened in Spring 2004 when Wayne & Jenny Massey became the licensees followed by 

Roger Corbett & Sue Checketts who ran the pub until its closure on 16th September 2009. 

Two months later it re-opened with Chris & Matthew at the helm; long may their tenure 

continue! 

 

Food is available Friday 

& Saturday 12-9pm, and 

12-4pm Sundays. Open-

ing hours are 4pm ï Mid-

night Monday ï Thurs-

day, and 12-Midnight 

Friday, Saturday & Sun-

day. 

 

The Pub of the Month 

Trophy and certificate 

will be presented at 9pm 

Thursday 7th March; 

come along and celebrate 

this success story! 

 

Mike Harker ï additional information from Stephen Pitt. 
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Now owned by Punch Taverns, The Bear & Pheasant, 15 Friars Terrace, Stafford, has 

become a óTown Pubô renowned for the excellence of its beers. 

 

Eddie Woodcock has been licensee for 5 years; he currently sells three regular ales ï 

Courage Directors, Green King Abbott Ale, and St.Austell Tribute. There are also three 

óguest alesô selected by customers from the óFinest Caskô listings. The pub also hosts 

Pool, Darts, and Dominoes Teams, as well as running a traditional pub quiz. 

 

I have spoken with Art Chatfield about the Bear & Pheasant which opened as óThe Pheas-

ant Innô in 1862. Ales from óAllen & Sonsô were supplied until 1891; Buntings 

(Uttoxeter) followed, until being taken over by Parkers (Burslem). Parkers Brewery was 

sold to Ind Coope (later becoming Allied Brewers). A licensee for many years, Sid Tom-

kinson, was also a milk roundsman; regulars were purported to ask for milk in the pub to 

wind Sid up; he responded by having bottles of milk available in the pub. 

 

Eddie Woodcock also runs óThe Grapesô, an excellent venue for live music, and visitors 

regularly meet at óThe Bear & Pheasantô before walking to óThe Grapesô; an incentive is 

the offer of free admission to the Grapes, when purchasing three pints in the Bear. The 

Grapes is open every evening except Mondays. 

 

Pub meals are avail-

able from the Bear 

& Pheasant at 

lunchtimes, and 

special nights are 

being considered. It 

is open from 12-12 

every day, so why 

not drop in for a 

superb pint! 

 

We will be present-

ing the Trophy and 

Certificate, Thurs-

day 4th April at 9pm 

ï it should be a 

great night! 

 

Mike Harker ï additional information from Art Chatfield. 

Pub of the Month - April  

Bear and Pheasant - Stafford  


