
  

   

BEER 
at HEART 

Newsletter of the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of CAMRA 
Issue 

Summer 2013 
 

This magazine is FREE, but if you take a copy why not make a donation to the pubôs 
charity collection 

 

6th Stafford Beer Festival 
 

Blessed William Howard School 
 

1stð3rd August 
 

Over 80 beers 
Ciders and Perries 
Country Wines 

 
More details inside this magazine. 
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Beer at Heart is published by the Heart of Staffordshire Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA). É CAMRA unless otherwise stated. 
 
The views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent those of CAMRA, 
the Heart of Staffordshire Branch or the Editor 
  
Comments, articles, letters etc; 
Contact the Editor at editor@heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  or  phone Julie on 07779 618438 
 
Beer at Heart Advertising: Mike Harker  2 Herons Close  Stafford ST17 4UF Mobile: 0771 
747 3935  mikeharker60@btinternet.com   
 
Web Site www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk  
 
If you would like a copy of this magazine posted to you 4 times a year please send Ã4 to Mike 
Harker at the above address along with your details. 
 
Trading Standards telephone 08453 303313 

ROYAL OAK 

 Church Eaton 

Church Eaton Scarecrow Festival  

Saturday and Sunday 5-6 July 

High Street 
Church Eaton 
ST20 0AJ 

Tel: 01785 823078 

Opening hours: 

5-11:30 Monday ð Friday 

12-11:30 Saturday 

12-9:30 Sunday 

Beer Festival Royal Oak 
5, 6, 7 July 
Live Bands Fri and Sat. 
BBQ outside. 
 

Food available: 
7-9 TuesdayðFriday 
12-3 & 6-9 Saturday 
12-3 Sunday 

CAMRA Members: 20p per pint discount on cask ales each Monday 

www.royaloakchurcheaton.co.uk 

Tuesday - Friday 2 Steaks and 2 glasses 
of wine Ã20 
Sunday Roast Ã5.95 
Plus Menus and specials board 

http://uk.mc871.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mikeharker@onetel.com
http://www.heartofstaffordshirecamra.org.uk
http://www.royaloakchurcheaton.co.uk
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Pub of the Year 

The Royal Exchange 
 

 Situated at 26 Radford Street, The Royal 
Exchange, a former winner of óPub of 
the Monthô in February 2011, has devel-
oped into the pub of excellence we have 
today. Formally a Banksôs Pub, it was 
purchased by Titanic & Everards as part 
of óThe William Projectô. It re-opened, 
after a complete refurbishment on 25th 
September 2008. 
 
Carl & Julie got the óvesselô off to a 
good start, and upon their departure, 
Cherryl Poppitt took the helm. Follow-
ing the sad loss of our much missed 

Cherryl, Michelle Hughes entered the óbridgeô 18 months ago; the Royal Exchange has now 
been voted our óPub of the Yearô for 2013. 
 
Ales on offer are óThe Titanic Fiveô comprising Steerage, White Star, Iceberg, Plum Porter 
and Captain Smith, plus one other from the Titanic ófleetô. Guest ales from three independent 
breweries; Everards Tiger; and an ever changing hand-pumped traditional cider, are always 
available. A visit to this pub should be high on your óto do listô! 
 
A quiz is held on the last Tuesday of every month, with various entertainment nights across 
the year (for example see the photograph of the óA Boardô). A óBeach Partyô has been ar-
ranged for bank holiday Saturday and Sunday (24th & 25th August), music will be offered on 
both nights. 
 
Crewe from the pub also staff the Ti-
tanic Tent at Stone Food & Drink Fes-
tival in October. 
 
We invite you to join us for the 
presentation of the Pub of the Year 
trophy at 9pm, Thursday 8th Au-
gust. This should prove to be a good 
night! 
 
Mike Harker 
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Club of the Year 

Cricket and Hockey Club Stafford 

Our Club of the Year for 2013 is Stafford Cricket & Hockey Club, Brian Westhead Pavilion, River-
way, Stafford ST16 3WB. 
 
What can be a better scene during an English Summer? A lush cricket pitch surrounded by benches, 
the sun beating down, the gentle breeze, the occasional thwack of willow on leather, and real ale being 
served in a clubhouse? Well, although the sun is never guaranteed, they can be found at this fantastic 
community club! 
 
The Cricket and Hockey club, with its links into the community, is a valued asset for Stafford.  There 
are five menôs senior cricket and five menôs senior hockey teams, and lots of youngsters involved in 
training or skill sessions in thriving junior sections; it just oozes family friendly.  The clubhouse is also 
shared with St Leonards Rugby Club, Riverway Football Club and Stafford Ladies Hockey Club 
through associate membership so is utilised in both the darkest winter and mid summer months. 
 
The Cricket and Hockey club has been in existence since 1864 and is believed to be the oldest sports 
club in Stafford.  Previously based on The Hough/Lichfield Road they moved in the 1980ôs to their 
present location along Riverway.  The website http://www.riverway-events.co.uk/ has a huge collec-
tion of pictures of cricket and hockey teams down the years, why not visit and take a look? You may 
recognise your grandma, your dad or even your uncle! 
 
The clubhouse has a separate bar area with Thwaites supplying the beers; Wainwright and Original, are 
complimented by a monthly guest ale. It can be hired for functions of around 120.  There is a private 
members room so teams after matches can collect drinks from the bar and avoid any disturbance to the 
function room when events are on. Further details on hiring the function room for any event can be 
found on the above website or by contacting Stephanie Sullivan on 01785 251660. 
 
With a 1st through to 4th team, the cricket pitch is well used during the summer and accepting of all 
abilities. Unfortunately, Hockey Teams cannot currently play at Riverway; however, big plans are 
afoot for an artificial pitch. Beaconside currently hosts the hockey teams matches, the teams then re-
turn to Riverway for socials. It is always a busy club house but everyone, whatever age and ability, 
will always be made welcome. Why not come along and cheer on the local sports stars of tomorrow! 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in any of the sports at Riverway do pop in for a chat or simply 
call the clubhouse. Social Membership is also available (Ã10 per year) 
 
The Beer Festival has become an eagerly anticipated annual event; this year over 400 visitors came to 
sample 18 beers and 8 ciders. They are hoping to increase the selection next time! Thanks are offered 
to Titanic Brewery; who supply the beers, cider and stillage 
 
The presentation of our Club of the Year Trophy will be made on Saturday 17th August at 1230; 
weather permitting, we can stay to watch Stafford 1st XI play Caverswall, or the 4th XI playing 
Porthill Park.  All are welcome so why not come along and sample a glass or three of Thwaites 
Original or Wainwright? 
 
Mike Harker  
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Langtrys is just up Radford St, a 5 min walk from Stone town centre. Put ST15 8EB into 
your sat-nav, and, if you're driving - unlike many Stone pubs Langtrys actually has a car-
park. 
The pub has a large front bar, with plenty of comfy padded seats as well as tables & chairs 
and a real fire for those colder times of year. There's a smart wood panelled side lounge split 
into two small sections with a stained glass partition. Smokers have a covered area between 
the two spaces 
Landlady Rita took on the pub last August after a career in not running pubs. But she 
evidently has a feel for the trade and the pub is a thriving community centre. Bar manager 
Matt looks after the cellar and beer lovers will be pleased to know that five cask beers are 
available at all times ï Abbott Ale, Timothy Taylors Landlord, Sharps Doombar and Har-
vest Pale Ale are regulars and there is a rotating guest beer too. Matt is extremely proud of 
his beers and they are always in tip-top condition which is why we are pleased to hand out 
this award. 
It's nice to find a pub with traditional games ï Langtrys has two dominoes and cribbage 
teams and until recently had a popular bar-skittles table. Someone ñborrowedò one of the 
skittles, if you have a spare Rita would love to hear from you ! There's also a quiz night 
Friday evenings and live music Tuesday evenings and Sunday afternoons. Just about some-
thing for all adults (there's an 18+ policy). 
For 'extras' the pub offers free Wi-Fi and good basic, home-cooked pub-grub. With real 
chips too. And if you want 
to try all those beers you 
could always book in to 
one of the three ensuite 
B&Bs 
Langtrys is open 1200-
2400 seven days a week. 
For more details take a 
gander at their website: 
www.langtrysstone.co.uk 
The Pub-of-the-Month 
presentation will take 
place at 9pm on Thurs 
5th Sep. I hope to see you 
there. 
ï PhilV 

Pub of the Month ïSeptember 

Langtreyôs Stone 
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